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Abstract

® [siXhosa Intellectual Traditions (IsiXIT) Digital Archive

® Hosts digitized texts and images of early isiXhosa newspapers
and books

® [siXIT responds to two key debates

1. Current importance of African intellectual traditions and their
indigenous language sources

2. Generating African social sciences which are contextually relevant.
® QOur presentation has two dimensions

1. How we have build the IsiXIT Digital Archive from scratch
2. Challenges & Solutions



Introduction

® [siXIT digital archive
— What
— Where
— How

® [mmediate & long-term goal
® Structure of presentation



12 Challenges & Solutions

Challenge 1: Responding to the demand for early isiXhosa Texts.
Challenge 2: Identifying and locating isiXhosa texts

Challenge 3: Accessing & obtaining quality scanned copies of the
isiXhosa Texts with the necessary permissions.

® Challenge 4: Funding.

Challenge 5: Identifying & purchasing suitable OCR software for
converting images to text.

Challenge 6: Recruiting & training a research team.

Challenge 7: Storing image & texts files separate from isiXIT website.
Challenge 8: Cleaning converted text files & quality control
Challenge 9: Deciding on a webhost software platform for IsiXIT
Challenge 10: Deciding on the website design and site search function.
Challenge 11: Preserving of all the IsiXIT files for future generations

Challenge 12: Planning new innovations. 5



IsiXIT Website

https://ibali.uct.ac.zals/ isixit/page/welcome
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Missing editions or pages: Some editions or individual
pages of the newspaper are missing from the original
physical archive. Where this is the case, it is stated in
Inkcazelo the metadata formation which we have provided for
each edition of the newspaper included on this website

IsiXhosa

Imvo Zabantsundu (African Opinion) iliphepha-ndaba lokugala ukuphathwa ngabantu abantsundu eMzantsi Afrika. eLasekwa
nguJohn Tenge Jabavu eQonce (King William's Town) ekwiphondo laseMpuma Koloni. Ushicilelo lokugala lwaba
ngoNavember 1884. Imvo Zabantsundu yaba liphepha-ndaba lokugala ukunika iqonga kubapapashi beendaba abantsundu
Kwaye yaba liphepha-ndaba lokugala ukubavumela ukuba banike izimvo ngezopolitiko nezasekuhlaleni ngaphandle Documents as a Zip File
kokuphathwa nokukhalinyelwa ngamamishini. Eliphepha-ndaba ladlala indima enkulu ekuphuhliseni ezopolitiko zabantu
abantsundu ngeloxesha. Lakwenza oku ngokupapasha malunga namaqela ezopolitiko kunye nokukhuthaza ubhaliso lokuvota Imveo Zabantsundu Collection 1884-1894
Iwabantu abantsundu, kunye nokulungelelanisa unyulo kwiPalamente yaseKapa. Eliphepha-ndaba lalibhalwa kakhulu

ngesixXhosa, ngamanye amaxesha sasibakhona isiNgesi phantsi kwesahloko ‘Native Opinion®

Download Collection Transcription

English
Description

Imvo Zabantsundu (Eng trans: African Opinion) was the first African owned and run newspaper in South Africa. It was
founded by John Tengo Jabavu in King William's Town, present day Eastern Cape, with its first edition published in November

ext_search=8property%5B0%5D%5Bjoiner%5D=and&property%5B0%5D%5Bproperty%5D=78&property%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=eq8lproperty%5B0%5D%5Btext%
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High Resalution Images ane available through

the Mational Libraries of Sowuth Africa. Word

Documents ane downloadabe and reusable
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